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in the history of Alexander, and after a stay of fourteen
months in Chinapati, and of four months in Jolandhara, for the
further study of his religion he crossed the Satlej in the autumn
of A. D. 635. From thence his onward course was more
devious, as several times he retraced his steps to visit places
which had been left behind in his direct easterly route* Thus,
after having reached Mathursi he returned to the north-west,
a distance of 200 miles to Th&neswar, from whence he resumed
his easterly route vi& Srughna on the Jumna, and Gangddw&ra
on the Ganges to Ahichhatra, the capital of Northern Panch&la,
or Rohilkhand. He next recrossed the Ganges to visit the
celebrated cities of Sankisa, Kanoj, and Kos&mbi in the Dolib,
and then turning northward into Oudh he paid his devotions
at the holy places of Ayodhyd and Srftvasti. From thence he
resumed his easterly route to visit the scenes of Buddha's birth
and death at Kapilavasttt and Kusinagara; and then once more
returned to the westward to the holy city of Ban&ras, where
Buddha first began to teach his religion. Again resuming his
easterly route he visited the famous city of Vais&li in Tirhut,
from whence he made an excursion to Nepal, and then retra-
cing his steps to Vais&li he crossed the Ganges to the ancient
city of Pdtaliputra, or Palibothra. From thence he proceeded
to pay his devotions at the numerous holy places around Gaya,
from the sacred fig-tree at Bodh Gaya, under which Buddha
sat for five years in mental abstraction, to the craggy hill of
Giriyek$ where Buddha explained his religious views to the god
Indra. He next visited the ancient cities of KttsdgQrapura
and Rdjagriha, the early capitals of Magadha, and the great
monastery of Ntilanda, the most famous seat of Buddhist
learning throughout India, where he halted for fifteen months
to study the Sanskrit language. Towards the end of A. D. 638
he resumed his easterly'route, following the course of the
Ganges to Modagiri and Champ&t and then crossing the river
to the north he visited Paundra Varddhana, or Pubna, and
KAmarApa, or Assam.